Men’s Over 55’s County Weekend – Broxbourne Sports Club
21/22 November 2009 

Hertfordshire Men’s Over 55’s team entered the Stage 1 County weekend more in hope than expectation. David Cooper after many years of sterling work as captain handed over the baton to Phil Collins who’s first job was to assemble the best, fittest and available squad. Bill Nissel, whilst arguably the County’s best vintage player, had been feeling the strain of many years of high intensity games in his overworked knee joints, sought refuge lower down the order. The skipper magnanimously agreed to be the sacrificial lamb at number 1 but the rest of the team looked capable of making a game of it with Peter Leary coming in at 2, Bill at 3, followed by David Cooper, Peter Quarman and Dave Kinley.

Bill was rested for the Saturday morning game against Kent, but both David Cooper and Peter Quarman came through the hard way after being 2-0 down. Dave Kinley despite aggravating an old knee injury dispatched his opponent 3-1 but Phil Collins missed out taking his game to 5 when going down 10/8 in the fourth game. However Peter Leary ensured a 4-1 victory for the home County by sealing a 3-1 win over the Kent captain at 2.
Surrey brought in two sets of fresh legs for the afternoon game against Hertfordshire which was what perhaps tipped the balance in their favour. Dave Kinley was edged out by Alan Davison, who had played at 3 in the morning’s game against Middlesex, 3-2 and whilst Bill showed his class winning 3-1 at 3, David Cooper couldn’t repeat his heroics of the morning and went down 3-1. Phil Collins narrowly missed taking the first game but it was downhill from there and he suffered a 3-0 defeat. Peter Leary had four very close games with England player Alasdair Niven but lost out 3-1 to give Surrey a 4-1 victory margin.

Knowing that Middlesex had won both of their games and knowing Surrey, barring some major turnaround, would beat Kent, Saturday evening brought a realisation that Hertfordshire was heading for third place and a relegation battle in early 2010. However, David Cooper calling on his many years as County captain and his mastery of permutations rallied the troops by stating that were we to win 3-0 at 3, 4 and 5 strings, then results at 1 and 2 would be immaterial – we would be through to the National Finals as runners-up in our group. This information, whilst seemingly theoretical psycho babble, nevertheless seemed to galvanise team spirit as both Bill and Peter Quarman proceeded to follow the script and duly complied with the laid down requirements. David Cooper and Phil Collins followed on and despite Phil playing as well as he had all weekend he couldn’t quite snatch a game from Mark Cowley, the over 55’s British Open Champion and went down 8/10, 3/9, 7/9. However it all became academic when Cooperman, playing like a man possessed, overturned his opponent with the loss of just 4 points. Peter Leary went on to seal a 4-1 victory with a hard-fought 3-2 win. In the meantime Surrey duly overcame a plucky Kent side 3-2 which all meant that Hertfordshire had finished in second place only failing to take top spot by a couple of points. Nevertheless it all means a trip to the Inter-County finals in February 2010, making it a hat trick of finals for the vintage boys of Hertfordshire.

Thanks to all the players, Paul Allen for marking and Broxbourne Sports Club for hosting the weekend.

Phil Collins  
Full Results
	Match 1
	Hertfordshire
	v
	Kent
	Score
	Games

	
	1
	Phil Collins
	
	Phill Crane
	1-3
	4/9 6/9 10/8 8/10

	
	2
	Peter Leary
	
	Peter Willmor
	3-1
	7/9 9/7 9/7 9/6

	
	3
	David Cooper
	
	Ian Smith
	3-2
	5/9 6/9 9/5 9/7 9/3

	
	4
	Peter Quarman
	
	Arthur Harvey
	3-2
	6/9 5/9 9/2 9/5 9/0

	
	5
	Dave Kinley
	
	Peter Lewis
	3-1
	9/5 9/0 4/9 9/4

	
	
	
	
	Result
	18-9
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Match 2
	Surrey
	v
	Middlesex
	Score
	Games

	
	1
	Andy Wilde
	
	Mark Cowley
	0-3
	6/9 4/9 5/9

	
	2
	Alasdair Niven
	
	Howard Cherlin
	1-3
	3/9 9/2 8/10 4/9

	
	3
	Allan Davison
	
	Chris Goodburn
	2-3
	9/7 9/2 7/9 1/9 2/9

	
	4
	Gordon Blair
	
	Russ Shipton
	3-0
	9/4 9/5 9/1

	
	5
	Geoff Howes
	
	Tony Jackson
	3-2
	5/9 9/0 9/3 4/9 10/8

	
	
	
	
	Result
	9-16
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Match 3
	Hertfordshire
	v
	Surrey
	Score
	Games

	
	1
	Phil Collins
	
	Andy Wilde
	0-3
	8/10 5/9 4/9

	
	2
	Peter Leary
	
	Alasdair Niven
	1-3
	9/3 7/9 8/9 7/9

	
	3
	Bill Nissel
	
	Steve Jackson
	3-1
	9/2 6/9 9/4 9/1

	
	4
	David Cooper
	
	Andy Larkin
	1-3
	0/9 4/9 9/4 3/9

	
	5
	Dave Kinley
	
	Allan Davison
	2-3
	9/3 7/9 9/7 5/9 4/9

	
	
	
	
	Result
	7-18
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Match 4
	Middlesex
	v
	Kent
	Score
	Games

	
	1
	Mark Cowley
	
	Phill Crane
	3-0
	9/6 9/1 9/0

	
	2
	Howard Cherlin
	
	Peter Willmor
	3-1
	8/10 9/1 9/5 9/3

	
	3
	Chris Goodburn
	
	Ian Smith
	1-3
	2/9 10/8 6/9 5/9

	
	4
	Russ Shipton
	
	Arthur Harvey
	3-2
	2/9 9/6 8/10 9/1 9/7

	
	5
	Tony Jackson
	
	Keith Hibbard
	1-3
	9/2 5/9 3/9 1/9

	
	
	
	
	Result
	16-9
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Match 5
	Hertfordshire
	v
	Middlesex
	Score
	Games

	
	1
	Phil Collins
	
	Mark Cowley
	0-3
	8/10 3/9 7/9

	
	2
	Peter Leary
	
	Howard Cherlin
	3-2
	0/9 9/0 6/9 9/0 9/1

	
	3
	Bill Nissel
	
	Chris Goodburn
	3-0
	9/3 9/7 9/1

	
	4
	David Cooper
	
	Russ Shipton
	3-0
	9/0 9/0 9/4

	
	5
	Peter Quarman
	
	Tony Jackson
	3-0
	9/6 9/0 9/5

	
	
	
	
	Result
	17-5
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Match 6
	Surrey
	v
	Kent
	Score
	Games

	
	1
	Andy Wilde
	
	Phill Crane
	3-0
	9/3 10/8 9/7

	
	2
	Alasdair Niven
	
	Peter Willmor
	2-3
	9/7 7/9 7/9 9/3 6/9

	
	3
	Paul Garbutt
	
	Ken Randal
	3-0
	9/0 0/2 rtd

	
	4
	Andy Larkin
	
	Ian Smith
	3-0
	9/3 9/2 9/6

	
	5
	Alan Davison
	
	Keith Hibbard
	0-3
	6/9 7/9 3/9

	
	
	
	
	Result
	16-6
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Final Places
	Ties
	Points

	
	
	
	1
	Surrey
	2
	43

	
	
	
	2
	Hertfordshire
	2
	42

	
	
	
	3
	Middlesex
	2
	37

	
	
	
	4
	Kent
	0
	24


