


INTERCOUNTY CHAMPIONSHIPS STAGE II


Boys u13 REPORT





HERTFORDSHIRE SQUAD: 	


Oliver Dixon


Rhys Thomas


Tim Dixon


Phillip Waller


Elliot Benfield


Tom Elliott





Stage 2 of the boys under 13 intercounty championships (Premier Relegation League) was held at Bishop’s Stortford Squash club on 8-9 February.  Hertfordshire, Gloucestershire, Sussex and Kent fought to prevent relegation from the Premier Division.





Although Hertfordshire’s relegation was a foregone conclusion, we did manage to maintain some dignity this year beating Kent and therefore coming third overall.  Congratulations to Oliver for his convincing victory over Alex Pett, who is currently ranked 9 in the UK and to Rhys for his first intercounty win.





The competition was punctuated by a mystery illness, which swept through all the teams at 5 PM on Saturday. Casualties cluttered the balconies.  Demand was made for a thermometer but all we could offer was a defibrillator which seemed a little over the top.  No less than 6 players either retired or had emergency treatment but everybody seemed well on Sunday!





The weekend was very enjoyable and the boys all seemed to have a good time displaying excellent behaviour both on and off court, except, of course, when asked to mark a match!





There was a huge disparity between the standard of Hertfordshire this year and most of the other teams in the Premier division. Other team managers I have talked with are also concerned about the huge year-to-year variation in team standard due to migration of players from one age group to the next. I believe the question has to be asked as to whether the format of the junior intercounty championship is currently the most appropriate.  Food for thought.








John Dixon





Please find below a summary of the results.
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