Hertfordshire host
U19 ENGLAND SQUASH INTER-COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIPS 
at Herts County Club, Welwyn Garden City

25th/26th Oct 2003

Team:

1. Adam Fuller

2. Neil Waller

3. Jonathan Fuller

4. Alex Page

5. James Cussen

6. Ben Andrews

Results:

Herts
vs
Glouc
Result

Adam Fuller
9/3, 10/8, 10/9
Robbie Temple
3-0

Neil Waller
3/9, 9/4, 5/9, 8/10
Rob Wilkins
1-3

Jonathan Fuller
4/9, 7/9, 3/9
Chris Tasker-Grindley
0-3

Alex Page
1/9, 4/9, 9/5, 9/4, 8/9
Sam Russell
2-3

James Cussen
9/3, 9/7, 8/10, 9/1
Luke Smolinski
3-1



Herts lost to Glouc          2-3






Herts
vs
Norfolk
Result

Adam Fuller
9/4, 9/1, 9/1
Jo Plumridge
3-0

Neil Waller
9/0, 9/5, 9/2
Peter Hubbard
3-0

Jonathan Fuller
9/3, 9/3, 9/2
Matthew Hawkes
3-0

Alex Page
9/4, 9/4, 4/9, 9/0
Andrew Gunby
3-1

James Cussen
9/3, 9/2, 9/1
Liam Martin
3-0



Herts beat Norfolk           5-0






Herts
vs
Oxon
Result

Adam Fuller
9/4, 5/9, 9/6, 1/9, 1/9
Kristen Johnson
2-3

Neil Waller
4/9, 9/5, 3/9, 1/9
Toby Mortimer
1-3

Jonathan Fuller
9/1, 9/2, 9/0
Freddie McIlveen
3-0

Alex Page
3/9, 9/1, 1/9, 5/9
Sam Dellaway
1-3

James Cussen
10/8, 10/8, 10/9
Sam Carr
3-0



Herts lost to Oxon           2-3

A great team performance has secured a Herts place in the promotion group for Stage 2 in the New Year (31st Jan / 1st Feb).  Glouc, the winners, and the top two from the other Division 1 grouping (Hants, Surrey, W.Wales and Cornwall) will join Herts.

Final order and points:

1. Glouc

(48)


2. Herts

(39)

3. Oxon

(36)

4. Norfolk

(12)

After two matches on the Saturday, we knew that it would be almost impossible to catch Glouc but we were ahead of Oxon on points and it was likely that the winners of this tie would end up in second position and go through to the promotion (as opposed to the relegation) round for stage 2.

In the tie against Oxon, Jonathan Fuller made short work of his opponent losing just 3 points in the 15 minute match and set us off to a good start.  James Cussen followed up with a 3-0 win but gave us a few scares by managing to take each game to 10 – a tough match but to James’ credit he remained focused on the job in hand. Two matches under our belt and three to go. One more win would seal victory for Herts.

However, the last three matches were the hardest.  Whereas it was considered beforehand that Neil Waller did not have much of a chance against Toby Mortimer, previous England player and full time squash player with the Sue Wright Academy since completing his A-Levels in May this year, Neil played some excellent squash and took the first game before succumbing to Toby’s experience.  Two matches to one and Alex Page struggling after two very hard matches yesterday and finally loosing in 4. 

Two matches all with just the number 1’s to play.

Adam Fuller was up against his old rival Kristen Johnson – we knew it was going to be a tough match.  Kristen is now also full time and with the Sue Wright Squash Academy.  Adam took the first game but then Kristen levelled the match by taking the second.  The third was crucial and saw some amazing rallies and although Adam won it, Kristen’s daily fitness regime came into play and Adam lost the next two games.  

Herts lost to Oxon 3 matches to 2 and we thought it was all over.  However, when calculating the final scores Herts had pipped Oxon by three points – much to our delight and Oxon’s despair !!   

It just shows that every game counts and therefore the whole team can congratulate themselves on a great weekend’s performance, with Ben Andrews also winning his matches at No. 6.

[Report by: Dudley Fuller, U19 Team Manager]

