ENGLAND SQUASH INTER-COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIPS


BOYS UNDER 19	DIVISION 1 SOUTH       STAGE 2 RESULTS








Date:		1st & 2nd February 2003





Venue: 	Winchester Tennis & Squash Club, Winchester, Hants





Counties:	Hampshire, Essex, Cornwall & Hertfordshire





Herts Team:	1. Adam Fuller


		2. Neil Waller


		3. Julian Vecchio


4. Alex Page


5. Nick Ridgeway


6. Adam Draper 





To set the scene, this Stage 2 weekend comprised of the above four counties in Division 1 South competing for promotion to the Premier Division: the top county being promoted and the other 3 counties remaining in Division 1 South next season. In Stage 1 we came second to Essex. 


		


1st Match:                       


HERTS against HANTS





Adam Fuller beat Michael Bull		9/0  9/1  9/6


Neil Waller lost to Owen Goodridge		9/5 2/9 1/9 9/7 7/9


Julian Vecchio lost to Alex Phillips		7/9 2/9 8/10


Alex Page lost to Chris Rand			9/6 9/7 4/9 7/9 5/9


Nick Ridgeway lost to Dave Wilson		4/9 10/8 9/0 2/9 3/9





Not a good start with Adam Fuller being the only Herts player to win his match but 3 of the other 4 matches went to 5 games.  





Neil Waller played particularly well against Owen Goodridge, some 2 years older than Neil, and was unlucky not to clinch the 5th after being up in that game. Nick Ridgeway woke up in the second game and put in a huge effort to take the second then completely blow his opponent away in the 3rd with a 9 – 0 game before running out of steam and crumbling in the next 2 games. Alex Page, in characteristic style, put in a very focused performance and was unlucky to lose in very close hard fought rallies.  Julian also showed a lot of commitment by turning out for the county despite spending the previous week in bed with flu and quite naturally felt the strain.  





2nd Match (afternoon):


HERTS against CORNWALL





Adam Fuller beat Luke Vaggers		9/2 9/6 9/5


Neil Waller beat Christie Pierce		6/9 9/5 9/4 9/10 9/7


Julian Vecchio lost to Simon Johns	2/9 0/9 1/9


Alex Page beat Dave Lashbrook		8/10 9/2 10/8 9/0


Adam Draper lost to Ben Maundrell	2/9 2/9 Retired - injured








Herts win 3 – 2 at positions 1, 2 and 4.  Alex Page dug in after the losing the first 10/8 to take the next 3 games with a 9 – 0 in the fourth.  Adam Draper showed true grit to play his match with strained shoulder ligaments and heavy strapping which unfortunately was not sufficient to overcome his injury and he retired in the third game.  At 2 matches all Neil Waller had another 3-2 epic against Christie Pierce defeating him 9/7 in the 5th to secure an extra 5 points for Herts, the winning county.





At the end of day 1 we the scores and county positions were as follows:





Hants				26	


Cornwall			26	 


Essex				25	   


Herts			  	23








All to play for on the final matches on day 2 and despite being in fourth place, if we beat Essex, we could still technically win the group.








Match 3:


HERTS against ESSEX





Adam Fuller beat Lawrence Rodriques	9/1  9/4  9/4


Neil Waller beat David Robinson		3/9  4/9  9/3 9/2 9/4


Julian Vecchio lost to Luke Gray		5/9  6/9  3/9


Alex Page lost to Rory Pendrell		8/9  3/9  4/9


Nick Ridgeway lost to Adam Hills		1/9 8/10 0/9





Julian and Nick were first up but with tired limbs and stiff muscles found it difficult to really get into their respective matches and both lost in 3.  Adam produced a clinical performance to secure Herts first win and leave the final outcome in the hands of Alex and Neil.  Alex was also a little battle weary from the previous day and bravely elected set 1 in the first game.  Unfortunately the next 2 games went against Herts and Neil was left to play for Herts pride.  Neil by now was used to 3 – 2 epics and delivered another win 9/4 in the 5th to make the final result a 3 – 2 loss for Herts.





Cornwall		42 *	


Essex			41	


Hants			35	   


Herts			29			








* There was unfortunately some controversy in the number 2 string match between Cornwall and Hants as the Cornwall player was purportedly suffering from a hang over.  He lost the first 2 games easily but put off his opponent with his slow movement between points and general demeanour prompting the organiser to seek out the Cornwall Team Manager and advise him that he intended to abandon the match in view of his players state.  During their discussions the Cornwall players head cleared and he brought the match back to 2 – 2.  After further discussions the Hants organiser decided to stick with his original decision and did not allow the match to continue. The matter is being referred to the SRA for adjudication and therefore the final points and positions 1 and 2 are still to be decided.  The eventual winner will be promoted to the Premier Division but in any event Herts will remain in Division 1 South next season.





Another very enjoyable weekend in which we saw some excellent squash.  








Dudley Fuller


U19 Team Manager


