INTER-REGIONAL PROGRAMME RELAUNCHED�BY COACHES SELBY AND STEVENSON


�Former SRA regional coaches Paul Selby and Graham Stevenson have joined forces to kick start the old inter-regional junior championship programme. Paul was at Lambs last night to watch the National League final and wrote this morning to say: "It was a great night last night. It certainly shows what an exciting game this is. Lee Horton, a national newspaper journalist who was my guest for the occasion, said it was absolutely brilliant. ��"On what seems like a less important note, I thought I would let you know that we had last weekend an Inter Regional Tournament held at Harlow. It might sound pretty ordinary but it was a major leap forward. The reason is that we have not had any Regional Junior Squash since about 1999. We used to have nine regions in England (Eastern, London & South East, East Midlands, Southern, South West, Northern, North West & Merseyside , Yorkshire & Humberside, West Midlands). These regions provided the best players at Under 13, Under 15, Under 17 and Under 19 level made up from the counties within each region. ��"Each region had a regional coach, I was the coach for Eastern and Graham Stevenson London and South East as examples. It all changed when we got lottery money, the SRA (World Class dept) advertised our regional jobs that we did on a self financing basis as retained positions. So we all applied for our jobs plus other people interested in a retained coaching position working for the SRA. When we went to Nottingham for our interviews, we were all told we were useless and did not know how to coach, and would have to be taught all over again. These were the likes of Mike Harris, Danny Lee, myself, Dean Watson, Steve Townsend, Barry Mason, Bryan Pearson, Mo Sawar, Mike Calloway etc.��"To cut short a long, boring story, told many times, the regional tournament, which was the climax of the season held in Manchester every year in May, was cancelled as was the entire regional programme. (Therefore No coaches, no regions, no squads, no tournaments). We tried to keep it going by going behind their backs and starting up squads and calling them Supersquads. It worked for a couple of the regions but was not cohesive enough. This has now led very quickly to a drop in standard of our county teams as kids who had a pathway to get to a National Squad had no chance to prove themselves on a platform like the Regional Tournament. ��"Graham and I have said "sod it" and run the first pilot with three regions. London and Southeast, East Midlands and Eastern. It was such a blinding success that many people asked if it could extended to (a) a girls inter regional and (b) to include all nine regions. The answer has been a resounding yes with Graham and I looking to running it next season at Harlow using three venues. So if you could tell all your readers that we are back with a vengeance and that anyone interested from any of the old regions in putting in a regional team for next season should contact me." Email Paul Selby at: paul@selbs.freeserve.co.uk


