

HERTS COUNTY SRA MINUTES

COMMITTEE MEETING

2 Manor Road, Hatfield

on Wednesday 27th August 2008













        Action

Present: 
Dominic Webster, Isobel Smith, Phil Jenkins, Fiona McLure, Mark Blake, 

Derek Thorpe 

Apologies: 
Paul Drakes

AGM 
Due to various circumstances it had not been possible to hold the AGM in June as normal.  It was therefore decided to arrange the AGM to coincide with the end of the Summer leagues and also to use it as a vehicle to receive entries for the coming winter leagues.   Trophies need to be ordered and we will need 20 summer leagues shields (winners only) and 30 winter league 2007/2008 (winners only). Phil suggested that instead of having runner up shields we could award shields to the best player in each division, using the new software on the league system to ascertain results.  This was agreed as a good idea.  Therefore order five new trophies for Best Player – Division 1 etc.  2007/2008.  Isobel will phone her contact and order the trophies.

Best Players

Div 1
Scott Rickard 

Div 2 – Martin Hockaday     Div 3 – Ryan Mays

Div 4 – Neville Rimes 

Div 5 – Phil  Littlefair

Summer league 2007



Winter league 2007/2008

Div 1

Broxbourne



Berkhamstead

Div 2

Potters Bar



Gosling 

Div 3

Next Generation


Gosling

Div 4

North Herts



Berkhamstead

Div 5

Berkhamstead 


Potters Bar

Ladies



Div 1   Haileybury 
Div 2 Gosling

Wilkinson Sword awarded to Berkhamstead. 


AGM to be held at Broxbourne on Tuesday 23rd September.  Mark will check and confirm back. 

POST MEETING NOTE:   Mark has confirmed 23rd September and has booked Broxbourne.

Mens Leagues

Unfortunately allowance hadn’t been made for cup matches when the new system was set up last season and therefore it did not happen.   Phil confirmed that it would be possible to set aside, say, two weeks in each half of the season for these matches to take place.   Derek confirmed that Radlett Squash Club would be happy to host the finals again and this would be the week after the end of the season.   Mark and Dominic agreed that they would do the draw for the cup matches. 

Phil told the committee that he felt that due to number of players reducing the leagues might reduce to four divisions this year.   He will be calling all captains to chase up entries and hopefully the leagues won’t decrease.  Phil will speak to all captains and also draft a letter/email stating that entries for the winter leagues should be received as soon as possible with the last chance to enter being at the AGM.  Mark will have a look at draft before it is sent out.   Phil would like to put the responsibility with the club to enter the teams, £50 per team.  We need to provide entry forms and have some available at the AGM also.   Derek also suggested putting contact names of captains at clubs on the website, no telephone numbers just names, so players can inform us if we have the wrong contact name. 


New online leagues appear to running o.k. 

Ladies League
Fiona is still to ask for comments from teams as to how the nine teams are split this season.  Derek mentioned that there are couple of ladies at Radlett and also Next Generation who may wish to play team squash.  He will forward their details. Fiona said even if they can’t manage to field a complete team at Radlett, she may be able to put them into a different team to strengthen it up. 

County Teams 

Dominic confirmed that he submitted the teams and captains for registration with England Squash.

These are: 

Men’s Senior team 

Scott Rickard 

O’35 Men 


Mark Blake

O’45 Men 


Gary Spindler

O’55 Men 


Dave Cooper

Ladies 1st 


Isobel Smith 

Ladies 2nd


Isobel Smith 

Ladies O’40


Lesley Garner


Treasurer’s Report

Paul will need to provide full set of accounts for the AGM. 

Herts Closed 2008/2009

Phil confirmed that Gary Spindler had expressed a strong interest in sponsoring and running the whole event and will speak to him to ascertain just what he wants to provide i.e. sponsorship, 

t-shirts, prize money etc. Phil to report back.  The running of the tournament would need to be kept with Mark and the committee for organisation of courts etc.  Hopefully Karen Lane will be able to help with the draw again. The free weekend allocated for senior events is 17th and 18th January 2009.  Mark will check whether Broxbourne is available for these dates.   Broxbourne was felt to be the best venue as it is fairly central.   

Post Meeting Note:   Mark has confirmed that Broxbourne is free on that weekend and he has booked courts out for the Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 

Website
Derek said that he knows the committee were looking for a more corporate look to the website but that he wouldn’t have the time to develop and maintain this.  At the moment there is very little to put on the website apart from Junior Squash.   It was agreed that a concerted effort should be made to recruit people to submit reports on all aspects of squash, also, if you are the captain of a county team, to make it a condition to write a report and give match results to be put on the website.   This will be raised at the AGM.  

Derek, Mark and Isobel will meet up separately to look at the website and to highlight some possible changes in the layout etc.  on 3rd September. 


Any Other Business
Phil reported to the committee that he had had a number of enquiries about starting up an O’45 men’s league.  At present a few men’s teams play in the Middlesex Vets league but are put off by the travelling.   If Herts set up their own league this may have detrimental effects on the Middlesex league.  Another suggestion was to run a cup competition for vets teams but although a good idea would mean the teams only had one game, two if we ran a plate.  It was decided that the idea should be raised at the AGM to gain players opinions. 

Phil asked the committee whether the current rule of a player only be allowed to play for a higher team three times before then having to commit to that team should be raised and a player being allowed to play as many times as they like for team.   Following lengthy discussions and debate the majority of the committee felt that this would undermine the meaning of team squash and decided the rule should remain. 

Phil said that at present teams can only change the order of players at half time.  He would like to change this and allow teams to change the order of their team during the season to accommodate changes in form etc.   To avoid this being done too often, the team captain would have to ask the club administrator to make the changes and hopefully this would have a stabilising effect.   The change would have to be made on the league system before the match, the team would not be able to just turn up and decide the order of their team.    Phil would need to monitor how many times a team was changing order in case the system was being abused. 

It was decided that this would be put to the AGM. 

Date of Next Meeting 

16th September 2008 at 7.30 p.m. at R3 Club, Stevenage

Phil to speak to Gary Spindler and invite him to the meeting to discuss Herts Closed. 
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