REFEREES NEWSLETTER NOVEMBER 2008

Hello Everyone,

At the time of writing this newsletter we have just completed the World Championships and the National Junior U17 & U13 Championships, so we are well and truly in the thick of events, with the prospect of a very busy season for all officials.

World Championships 2008

The best men and women players in the world took part in this mammoth event at the National Squash Centre Manchester.  England Squash played a big part in the running of the event which included many of our own UK referees. Included amongst the World and International Grade referees from the UK were, Tournament Referee, Wendy Danzey, John Massarella, Roy Gingell (Wales), Ian Allanach (Scotland) Dean Clayton and David Atkins.  Some of our own England Squash National Grades attended the earlier rounds, namely, Joss Garvey, Clive Smith, Graham Dixon, Jeff Williams and Bill West.  All did a magnificent job and all are to be congratulated on their professionalism and commitment to officiating in our sport. We would have dearly liked to include more of our N grades, but , regrettably, we were restricted with funding  If you wish to progress with your refereeing, there is no better way to learn than to watch experienced referees work in events like this and if you get the opportunity, meet them and talk to them.  Most are very receptive and pleased to help.  

National Junior U17 & U13 Championships 

At last, I hear some of you say,......an event in the South of England.  Well, we aim to please.  I understand, although I was unable to attend because of a work commitment in the frozen North, that the event had a very good entry and the quality of matches was excellent.  We were very fortunate to have in attendance one of our senior referee assessors, Roy Gingell, who is a World referee as well as a WSF assessor. I know, that Roy made a significant input to the event by helping less experienced referees and assessing all those that had made requests for help.  Unfortunately, my efforts in trying to get enough referees proved the most difficult to date.  We did finally scrape through and I would thank all those referees that gave their time and effort to the event.  It was disappointing that many of the ‘Southern’ based referees were unable to support this event, and that had it not been for their Northern collegues, we would have not been able to provide enough referees.

REFEREE SELECTION 

A number of referees have asked me how I select referees for events as, occasionally; I have had to reject some well meaning offers.  There is no set selection criteria for selecting referees but I have, and will always strive, to allocate places as fairly as possible. Some of the ‘criteria’ I examine could fall into the following categories although the list is not comprehensive and sometimes, mitigating circumstances may apply, however, as a guide these are some of the ‘criteria’ I need to consider:-

1.  Location of the event in relation to that of the referee (or visa versa)

2.  Past attendance and commitment to events

3.  Grade & experience

4.  If an event longer than 1 day, the number of full days a referee is prepared to attend

To some degree, the costs inevitably have to be taken into account, where, for example a referee is only available for half a day and is travelling a long journey to do so; this would not be practical or viable for the referee or ES.   Another common problem is that through no fault of their own, (work, family other commitments) some referees are unable to attend other than perhaps the last one or two days of the event, which in most cases would be the semis & finals or, can only attend part days.   In these cases, I have to give preferences to referees that can also attend earlier rounds and to those that can attend full days.    Provisional, County & Tournament Grade referees need to try and attend earlier rounds at major events to build their experience coupled with the fact that they are then more likely to receive assessments.  National Grade referees need to set an example by attending earlier rounds as well as semis and finals.

I will try to please everyone, but, inevitably, this may not always be possible.

REFEREES DAY

I was well impressed with the 30 or so referees that attended our referee’s day at Coventry Squash Club.   Mo Sawar, the club coach, made all the arrangements at the club for a meeting room, lunch. Squash, evening meal and accommodation for those staying overnight.  I would thank Mo for his kind help and the club for a very warm welcome to us all.

Referees were given presentations to update on anything and everything to do with refereeing, plus one or two other issues that came up with any other business.  Roy Gingell gave a presentation about the new assessing methods to be used by England Squash and how it would affect referees.  I gave information about the updated ‘progression route for referees and the forthcoming Code of Conduct rules.   The feedback I received from many referees was extremely positive and suggestions have been made about making this an event at least once a year, or if possible twice a year.  One suggestion I will probably take up is that we run a number of ‘workshops’ covering different  topics  for referees during the day, I may also try to incorporate the same at some of our National Events.  Overall, I can report a huge success.  If you didn’t manage to attend, I hope to see you at the next one.

ASSESSOR TRAINING

Following my newsletter in June this year, I am pleased to inform you that 4 of our senior referees have achieved  their Level 3 Assessors Qualification, namely, Wendy Danzey, John Massarella, Roy Gingell and Tony Parker.  All have undergone training through the UKCC award scheme over the past 3 months and are the first to qualify.  Well done everyone.  Dean Clayton, Joss Garvey, Dave Atkins and Dave Walker are currently completing their training and will hopefully qualify within the next few months.  The assessing team are already making an impact by making assessments more readily available and by supporting and mentoring referees with their progression. 

CODE OF CONDUCT

I am pleased to report that the England Squash Board has approved a revised version of the Code of Conduct.  Over the past 4 months I have been working on this new document with the help of a solicitor, Steve Illingworth, who very kindly volunteered his services to ES.   You should, at the time of writing this newsletter, have received a copy.  If you have not, please contact me and I will forward.  

From now on, I would encourage all referees to complete Conduct Report Forms, wherever applicable and forward to my home address or for e.mail.

Martin Roberts

9, Alliss Road

Branton 

Doncaster

South Yorkshire DN3 3NT

e.mail  martin.roberts@englandsquash.com
Players receiving conduct strokes or above, will now be advised by post of their situation and if they accumulate between 3 & 5 points during a 12 month period, this will result in an automatic 4 week ban from any ES/National/County events.

Ultimately, the Code of Conduct is to secure the well being of Squash & Racketball, but also to protect players, officials and all concerned with Squash & Racketball events, Please use it and your powers wisely and appropriately.

 NEXT EVENT

Our next major event will be the British Junior Open at Sheffield in January 09.  This is the largest event that England Squash covers and we will need plenty of referees to help with this mammoth tournament.  We will have assessors attending for anyone wishing to be assessed.  If you have never attended this event, please try your best to support.  

Please let me know if you have any items for inclusion in your next newsletter.

I look forward to seeing you all soon.

Martin Roberts

Referee Development Officer

England Squash

Phone:  01302 536202

