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Chairmans Note

Welcome to the second edition of the Hertfordshire Squash Newsletter. I hope you found the first one of interest. If you have any information relating to squash and your club and would like to contribute an article to the Newsletter please send it to me at jasonfoster@stortfordsquash.co.uk  

Alternatively why not send an article to our webmaster and get it on the Herts County Squash website squashherts@hotmail.com
Herts boast a World Champion!

Chris Ryder (Berkhamsted) won two world championship gold medals in August 2006 when he beat favourite Mark Krajcsak in the final of the World University Squash Championship in Szeged, Hungary.
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Congratulations to Chris Ryder

The 26-year-old Loughborough student's patience played off in a magnificent example of tactical manoeuvring of the top-seeded Hungarian who is ranked 65 in the world.  Ryder dropped the first game in 25 minutes, but by the time he had clinched the second 10/8, Krajcsak was looking decidedly weary. Although the Briton took the third game for the loss of just a single point, Krajcsak threatened to come back at the start of the fourth, until his legs gave up and Ryder clinched the match 7-9, 10-8, 9-1, 9-4 in 89 minutes to become the World University Squash Champion, adding the individual title to the team title won by Great Britain earlier in the week.

Profile on Chris Ryder

Favourite meal? Chicken Fajitas
Favourite TV programme? 24/Neighbours 
First Album Bought? Red Hot Chilli Peppers- What Hits
Favourite Drink? Tea and Heineken (Not together) 
Sporting Hero? As a boy Ivan Lendl/Bryan Robson. Now Federer  
Sporting event you'd like to see? England regaining the Ashes
Proudest squash achievement? World Uni Golds
Favourite shot? Backhand straight volley drop
Best ever played? Possibly last night!
Ultimate Party guests? Derren Brown & Jenna Jameson

Motto in life? Don’t have one, sorry!

Herts Champs

History was made when 17 year old junior star Adrian Waller from Potters Bar Squash Club became the youngest ever winner of the Hertfordshire Mens Squash Championships. He beat Adam Fuller (Berkhamsted) 3-9 9-5 8-10 10-8 9-3 in 70 minutes of top class squash.

The Ladies event was won for the third time by Isobel Smith (Next Generation) who beat Sharmila Devi (Bishop's Stortford) 3-0 in the Final. 

The Mens Over 35 title was retained by John McFarlane (Bishop’s Stortford) who ran out a
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Jason Foster with new county Champion Adrian Waller

comfortable winner against his team mate Alastair Ambrose (Bishop's Stortford) 3-0. In the Mens Veterans Final Gary Spindler (R3 Stevenage) won his first ever county title defeating last years winner Paul Ryan (Broxbourne) 3-1 The Ladies Veterans title was won for a second consecutive year by Elke Rubsam (Haileybury), in a series of hard fought round robin matches she beat team mate Jill Gaskell (Haileybury) 3-2 and Sheila Blake (Broxbourne) 3-2. Jill secured second spot by winning her match 3-2 against Sheila. The Mens Vintage was comfortably won for a second time by Dave Cooper (Broxbourne) beating Tony Clifford (Harpenden) and Peter Bonser (Batchwood) into second and third place. The Grand Masters (over 65) was won for the first time by Len Froggitt (Broxbourne) who beat last years Champion John Preston (Bishop's Stortford) into second place with Edward Hackford (Batchwood) coming in third. The Mens 'B' event was a round robin affair with Aron Toms (Royston) a class apart from the rest, Rhys Thomas (Gosling) was runner-up. The Mens 'C' Tournament was keenly contested with a full draw made up of players from Herts Divisions 4 & 5. 14 year old Nathan Derrick (R3 Stevenage) did very well and prevented the Final from becoming a family affair by beating 17 year old Will Blower (Bishop's Stortford) 3-1 in the semi-finals, Will's father Ian (Bishop's Stortford) used his wealth of experience to outlast Nathan in the Final beating him 3-1. The Mens 'A' Plate was won by Chris Dawson who beat Adam Edge (Knebworth) 3-0. Adam had earlier beaten Phil Jenkins (Next Generation) in a 5 game thriller and Richard Bull (Gosling) in the quarter-finals, Unfortunately for Richard he had to retire in the fourth game of that match with a suspected snapped Achilles tendon and had to be taken to hospital. Wishing you a speedy recovery Richard! The Mens 'C' Plate was won by Andy Davis (Harlow) who beat Louis Drakes (R3 Stevenage) 3-0 in the Final. The Mens Over 35 Plate was won by Dominic Webster (Knebworth); he beat Martin White (Gosling) 3-0. Finally, the Mens Veterans Plate Final was won by John Shaw (Berkhamsted) who beat Mick Daines (Tring) 3-0. John had earlier come back from 2-0 down to beat Paul Drakes (Herts Fire) 3-2. However, in arguably the best and closest match of the weekend Paul Drakes beat Howard Gregory (Harpenden) 9-7 9-10 10-8 6-9 9-7 in an epic quarter-final encounter that also endured a change of court.
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 Ladies Vets Champion Elke Rubsam

Many Thanks to Broxbourne Squash Club for hosting the event.  to Geoff Long and his company CopyDisk for helping provide the t-shirts and to Gary Spindler from Just Rackets for donating some prizes. 

Profile on Elke Rubsam

Favourite meal? Italian                
Favourite TV programme? Films which make me laugh-I never watch any soaps etc too boring
First Album Bought? Beatles- now I am really showing my age!
Favourite Drink? Champagne, might as well enjoy myself while I am here!
Biggest Vice? Chocolate
Sporting Hero? Alan Shearer – no scandals, good professional, Mr Nice Guy!
Sporting event you'd like to see? Australian Open Tennis
Proudest squash achievement? Reaching the 2005 British Open Over 50 Final
Favourite shot? Backhand Drive
Best ever played? 2005 British Open
Ultimate Party guests? Steffi Graf, Andre Agassi & Mark Spitz 
Motto in life? Smile and the world will smile with you.

Herts Juniors in National Finals

Congratulations to Adrian Waller who added the Under 17 crown to the Under 13 and Under 15 National titles that he has amassed while progressing through the age groups.  In the final against Alex Ingham of Surrey, the 16-year-old from Enfield edged the close first game before easing away to win 10-8, 9-2, 9-6 in 57minutes.

The Herts Under 17 Boys team who played on 4th Feb were;

Oliver Dixon (Bishop’s Stortford)

Philip Waller (Potters Bar) Rhys Thomas (Gosling) Ben Richards (Potters Bar) Louis Drakes (R3 Stevenage)

They beat Essex 5-0 and Cambs 4-1 to book a place in the National Finals on 24/25th March. Very well done!

Not to be outdone the Herts Under 15 Boys also qualified for the National Finals beating Gloucestershire, SE Wales and Devon, the victorious team was  

Philip Waller (Potters Bar)

Nathan Derrick (R3 Stevenage)

Tim Dixon (Bishop’s Stortford) 

Nicholas Mulvey (Bishop’s Stortford) Louis Drakes (R3 Stevenage) Joe Richards (Potters Bar)  Good Luck to you all.
Ladies Herts Leagues 

At this point (8th Feb 2007) in the league, the teams have been split with the top 4 teams going on to play each other in Division one and the bottom four in Division 2. 
It was a close run thing between Next Generation, Haileybury and Allenburys to see which two would stay up. It all came down to the final game on 15th Jan.

	Club
	Points

	B/Stortford        
	210

	Cannons1   
	200

	Next Generation
	172

	Haileybury
	165

	Allenbury
	161

	Gosling
	84

	Tring
	84

	Cannons 2
	72


Shorts

At the AGM in June 2006 Cannons St.Albans received the prestigious Wilkinson Sword for their good results across the board in the mens and ladies leagues and also for their strong junior section. Well done.

Profile on Adrian Waller

Favourite meal? Lasagne and Chips                
Favourite TV programme? The Simpsons
First Album Bought? Craig David Born to do it
Favourite Drink? Mango and passion fruit smoothie
Biggest Vice? Ice cream
Sporting Hero? Lance Armstrong
Sporting event you'd like to see? World Cup Final
Proudest squash achievement? All my British Closed Championships
Favourite shot? Forehand Crosscourt nick
Best ever played? 2004 Grand Prix
Ultimate Party guests? Robbie Williams and Paris Hilton 
Motto in life? The Harder you work, the luckier you get

