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CODE OF CONDUCT 

NOTES FOR REFEREES

Dear Referee

IT HAS BEEN NOTED THAT SOME REFEREES ARE HAVING PROBLEMS OR ARE SOMETIMES RELUCTANT TO DEAL WITH PLAYER CONDUCT AND THIS HAS BEEN PARTICULARLY NOTICEABLE AT SOME JUNIOR EVENTS.
I AM SURE I DO NOT NEED TO REMIND YOU OF THE ‘POWERS’ AVAILABLE TO YOU REGARDING THE ISSUE OF CONDUCT PENALTIES BUT WOULD LIKE TO REINTERATE ENGLAND SQUASH & RACKETBALLS STANCE ON PLAYER CONDUCT.     ANY OF THE FOLLOWING IS CONSIDERED UNACCEPTABLE BEHAVIOUR ALTHOUGH THE LIST IS NOT INTENDED TO BE COMPREHESIVE
(a) Swearing

(b) Making offensive gestures

(c) Disputing decisions made by a referee

(d) Deliberate contact between players or between players and playing equipment.

(e) Making offensive comments, or comments which might be regarded as offensive about opponent, match officials, coaches or spectators on the basis of race, sex, sexual orientation, gender or disability.
(f) Racket abuse

(g) Prolonged discussion with the referee 

OUR SENIOR REFEREES HAVE RECOMMENDED THAT WE ALL NEED TO TRY AND ‘CONTROL’ BAD BEHAVIOUR AT ITS EARLIEST STAGES IN A MATCH AND THEREFORE ALLEVIATE ANY LATER AND MORE DIFFICULT PROBLEMS DEVELOPING.  WHILST IT IS NOT OUR INTENTION TO BECOME TOO AUTHORITIVE, WE DO NEED TO STRIKE A BALANCED AND MEASURED APPROACH EARLY ON IN MATCHES.   OFTEN A ‘PRIVATE’ WARNING INFORMING THE PLAYER POLITELY BUT FIRMLY THAT HIS/HER BEHAVIOUR IS NOT ACCEPTABLE AND COULD, IF CONTINUED INCURR PENALTIES, WILL HAVE THE DESIRED EFFECT.  THE DIALOGUE, MANNER AND TONE WE USE AT THIS STAGE WILL BE CRUCIAL TO THE SUCCESS OF ‘CONTROLLING’ SITUATIONS. WE WOULD ENCOURAGE REFEREES TO GIVE BRIEF AND CONCISE EXPLANATIONS TO SUPPORT THEIR DECISIONS, BUT ONLY WHEN APPROPRIATE.  PROLONGED DISCUSSION OR ‘BACKCHAT’ FROM PLAYERS AFTER ANY SUCH EXPLANATION IS UNACCEPTABLE AND SHOULD BE DEALT WITH.
REFEREES ARE ADVISED TO DISCUSS, WATCH AND SEEK ADVICE FROM OUR SENIOR REFEREES AND ASSESSORS WHENEVER THEY ARE ABLE TO DO SO.   IN ADDITION, WE WILL BE HOLDING A NUMBER OF REFEREE WORKSHOPS IN CONJUNCTION WITH EVENTS TO GIVE INSTRUCTION ON THIS IMPORTANT TOPIC
THE POSITIVE ACTION WE TAKE NOW WILL BENEFIT THE FUTURE DEVELOPMENT OF OUR SPORT.

IF YOU ARE UNSURE OR WISH TO DISCUSS ANY ASPECTS OF CODE OF CONDUCT, PLEASE CONATACT ME OR SPEAK TO ANY OF OUR SENIOR ASSESSORS.
Regards

Martin Roberts

Referee Development Officer

England Squash & Racketball

