REFEREES NEWSLETTER MAY 2009
Hello Everyone,
At the time of writing this newsletter we have just completed the National Clubs Finals at Nottingham, effectively marking the ‘end’ of 08/09 season so I am taking this opportunity to update you with what’s been happening within the refereeing community.  One major thing that has changed since my last Newsletter is the re-branding of England Squash to England Squash & Racketball and you will notice the new logo appearing on everything to do with the association.  Another change, will see me now in full time employment as your Referee Development Officer from the 1st June 09.
EVENTS 
We have covered a host of different events over the past season including all the National Championships, British Junior Open and dozens of Inter County matches.   The support from some referees has, as always, been quite magnificent and I would thank all of you for your hard work and commitment in helping to make our events so successful.  Regrettably we still have to rely on a handful of ‘active’ referees that year after year support us so well. It would be refreshing to hear from some of you that have not yet been involved at England Squash & Racketball events. If you have a referee qualification, please use it and support us.

Two referees were nominated to represent England Squash & Racketball at the European Team Championships in Malmo, Sweden during April/May, namely, Mary Scott Miller and Rob Ward. Both Rob & Mary performed and represented England very well.
RACKETBALL
The association now includes Racketball, hence the new title, and I hope to see more referees covering events. Racketball is still growing and forms the backbone at many waning squash clubs so it is important that we support it as much as possible.   There does seem to be a perception with some referees that Racketball does not really require a referee?? and that lets are always given etc.  Not true!!  The game definitely needs referees and basically the same rules as squash apply ( with exception of the service).  If you want a copy of the rules, let me know and I will forward.   All newly trained referees will now receive some instruction on the Racketball rules. The ‘marriage’ between our games is here to stay, so let’s embrace the two.

RETIREMENTS

Graham Dixon and Jason Foster both retired in May as National Grade Referees.

Graham, a former International (World) referee has given many years of dedicated service to refereeing around the world, involved with the WSF, ESF and England Squash.  Highly respected by the players and referees of his time and noted for his valuable contributions to officiating squash.

Jason, who quickly scaled the ranks to become a ‘young’ International Grade referee, sadly, has not been able to commit to the time and demands required at this level of refereeing due to personal circumstances.  Although retired, we may yet see Jason returning in the future. 
I sure all of you will join me in wishing both Graham and Jason the very best for the future       
PROMOTIONS
I am pleased to confirm that Peter Hindmarsh Lincolnshire and Christopher Grimshaw Warwickshire, have been promoted to Tournament Grade referee.  Congratulations to both of you.
ASSESSORS

Since my last update, we have succeeded in qualifying 4 more assessors within the UKCC IAPS training course. The 4 new assessors have been working under our senior assessors who have 
helped ‘mentor’ and progress them resulting in the award of their qualification in May.  Congratulations to Dean Clayton, David Atkins, Joss Garvey and David Walker who will now join the ES&RB assessing team.

Another IAPS course is to be planned for next year. 
REFEREE INSTRUCTORS
Finally, I can advise you that we will be able to offer training to our existing Instructors.   The training is based on the UKCC Certificate in Tutoring Sport and will be a requirement for all ES&RB Instructors unless they already hold a valid teaching qualification.  This investment, along with a new syllabus and format will be a major step forward to the way we educate referees and will hopefully enable us to deliver a consistent quality in our Referee Workshops.   Instructors will also play an important role with the recruitment, mentoring and examination of referees.

Should your club or county wish to host a Referee Workshop, please contact me for information.

REFEREE TRAINING/PROGRESSION
In addition to the initial training as above, we are currently helping referees at events by running regular Mini Workshops covering various topics lead by our most senior and experienced referees.  John Massarella, Roy Gingell, Tony Parker and Wendy Danzey have been very instrumental in organising and running these sessions and have also been very proactive with one to one mentoring. I am extremely thankful to all of them for their invaluable help.  The feedback from referees has been very positive.  All have learnt something and most have progressed.
This support is available to any referee.  There has never been a better time or opportunity to increase your knowledge and experience as a referee.  You do not necessarily have to be officially attending an event to attend one of the mini workshops, any referee is welcome.

REFEREE ROADSHOW

During the next season I will be organising 4/5 ‘Roadshows’.  These will be short workshops for referees that wish to be brought up to date with the interpretations of the rules and to help with any difficult areas, such as, Match Management, Conduct etc. I will be accompanied, probably by two World Grade Referees who will be available to give you the benefit of their knowledge and experience.  I wish to organise these Roadshows throughout  England at locations where it will be easiest for referees to attend. 

If you are involved with your county association or consider you could receive enough interest from local referees, please contact me to discuss.
REFEREES DAY

Following the very successful day we held at Coventry last year, I have arranged for Referees Day to be held on Saturday September 19th 2009, again, at Coventry.

All referees are invited, so if someone you know did not come last year, please pass on the message.

Details will be mailed in the next few weeks.  If you have any suggestions for items you wish to be discussed, workshop topics you would like to know more about, please let me know.

CRB CHECKS
This is now a standard procedure with coaching and officiating at any sport and we are no exception. With immediate effect, all newly qualified County Grade referees will have to undergo an England Squash & Racketball CRB check.  Currently, this cost is £12.50.   Most of our ‘active’ referees who attend events have already gone through this process and ES&RB have managed to fund the cost of this.   If you regularly attend National events to referee and have not yet completed a CRB check, please let me know and I will endeavour to help with the cost.
Eventually, all referees will be required to obtain a CRB check through ES&RB and this will become one of the criteria for retaining your grade or qualification.

Contact me if you have any queries or questions.

CODE OF CONDUCT 
Since the introduction of the updated Code of Conduct last August, I can assure all referees that any Conduct reports received by me have been dealt with quickly and appropriately.  I would encourage everyone to keep up to date with the C of C and submit any reports to me within 4 days of the offence.   Please be a factual as possible, giving accurate details of the offence; please do not express any personal remarks or opinions.  The system appears to be working and there has been a distinctive drop in reported offences since Jan 09.
Whilst on the subject of Code of Conduct, I would remind everyone that referees also have their own Code.  This outlines some basic rules for referees and we should all understand and abide by them.

If you are not aware of the Referees Code of Conduct, contact me and I will forward information.

Finally,  Thankyou for your kind and helpful support this season.  I look forward to seeing all of you at the Referees Day or at an event.
If you wish to have any topic or item included in future Newsletters, I will be pleased to hear from you

Kind Regards

Martin Roberts

Referee Development Officer

England Squash & Racketball

Phone:  01302 536202

Mobile:  07833240367

Email:  martin.roberts@englandsquashandracketball.com

